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Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I come before you

today celebrating with my constituents the ca-
reer of Officer Kenneth L. Pontious. I hope
you and my colleagues will also join me in
congratulating him for his contribution to the
community.
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a young Texas hero—
Jose Rios, a 17-year-old who rescued a young
boy from a house fire before tragically losing
his own life during another heroic effort to
save the life of the boy’s brother.

There are no words to adequately express
our sorrow when one so young, acting in such
a courageous manner, should be taken so
tragically. To his family and friends in the
small community of Royse City, where he
lived, he is a genuine hero. And as is common
in small communities across America when
tragedy strikes, the citizens of Royse City
have united in their efforts to help the families
of the victims and to make sure that Jose Rios
will forever be remembered for his selfless act
of courage.

Early in the morning of February 20, 1996,
a fire broke out from a space heater in the
bedroom shared by 11-year-old Aron Carreon
and his 7-year-old brother, Ramon. Jose ob-
served the fire coming from his neighbors’
house and rushed over to help. He broke
through the bedroom window and carried the
wheelchair-bound Ramon to safety, apparently
with the assistance of Ramon’s brother, Aron.
Without stopping to think of his own safety,
Jose rushed back into the burning house in an
effort to save Aron, but he was overtaken by
smoke. Rescue efforts by the local fire depart-
ment ended in vain. Both Jose and Aron died
of smoke inhalation.

Jose was a student at Royse City High
School. Principal Ruth Cherry said, ‘‘He’s a
hero. He helped a lot of the students who are
new from Mexico. We’ll miss him. I’m so
happy to have known him.’’ Aron was a stu-
dent at Royse City Elementary School, where
Principal Gary Evers described him as a
‘‘wonderful boy’’ who was respected and loved
by everyone.

Royse City has been deeply moved by this
act of courage and by the premature deaths of
these two young boys. The story was carried
in area newspapers. A memorial fund was es-
tablished. There are plans for a permanent
memorial. Jose Rios deserves this recognition,
Mr. Speaker, and he deserves our respect. So
as we adjourn today, I would like to ask my
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to this
courageous young Texan, Jose Rios, and to
his young neighbor, Aaron Carreon, who died
along with him. They will be missed by all
those in Royse City who knew and loved
them.

And they will be remembered. Jose Rios will
be remembered as a genuine hero, one who
gave his life to save the life of another. Mr.
Speaker, Jose Rios is a hero for all times.
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Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, the first officially
named U.S. Army Reserve center located out-
side of American territory will be dedicated in
the memory of Brig. Gen. Richard J. Dirgins
on April 19, 1995, in Schwetzingen, Germany.
Dirgins, a native of Fairfield, CT, and an alum-
nus of Norwich University, Vermont, led the
7th Army Reserve Command for almost 7
years. The general died January 14, 1995, just
months after relinquishing command of the 7th
ARCOM, which has 23 Army Reserve units in
Germany and Italy. Presently 11 of the com-
mand’s units are mobilized in support of Oper-
ation Joint Endeavor.

Dirgins’s many years of service in the Army
will be remembered in an outdoor ceremony at
Tompkins Barracks that will include the unveil-
ing of a bronze plaque and a portrait and the
planting of a tree outside the building which
will bear his name.
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Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the dedicated young men and
women of the U.S. Air Force 321st Missile
Group at Grand Forks, ND. The 321st, com-
manded by Col. Robert P. Summers, is cur-
rently undergoing a very stressful but highly
successful realignment of Minuteman III inter-
continental ballistic missiles [ICBM’s] while at
the same time maintaining an active nuclear
deterrent force. Despite the apparent end to
the cold war, recent tensions with mainland
China and elsewhere in the world clearly dem-
onstrate the need to maintain a reliable and
effective ground-based nuclear deterrent force.
Colonel Summers and everyone in his com-
mand are to be commended for their personal
sacrifice, professionalism, and dedication to-
wards ensuring we have the best nuclear de-
terrent in the world both today and tomorrow.
I am including for my colleagues a copy of the
mission statement, values, and strategic goals
for the 321st Missile Group, as well as a unit
history. Again, to Colonel Summers and every-
one in the 321st—job well done. And may
none of us ever forget the 321st motto: ‘‘Glob-
al Power for Peace.’’

321ST MISSILE GROUP HISTORY

Serving in defense of its country, the 321st
Missile Group has undergone a comprehen-
sive hardware metamorphosis over the past
40 years. The development of the 321st Mis-
sile Group began June 26, 1942, as the 321st
Bombardment Group (Medium); assigned
under Twelfth Air Force. The group flew B–
25 Mitchell bombers in the Mediterranean
theater from March 7, 1943, to September 12,
1945. For their flying accomplishments the
group was awarded two Distinguished Unit
Citations. The group was later deactivated
September 12, 1945, at Pomigliano, Italy, and

returned to the United States. The 321st re-
activated as an Air Force Reserve unit under
15th Air Force and designated the 321st Bom-
bardment Group (Light) on March 31, 1946. It
was again inactivated on June 27, 1949.

The 321st reactivated at Pinecastle AFB,
Fla., under Second Air Force as the 321st
Bombardment Wing (Medium) Dec. 15, 1953.
The wing flew the B–47 strategic bomber and
won the Fairchild Trophy in the 1957 Strate-
gic Air Command annual bombing, naviga-
tion and reconnaissance competition. During
this period, the wing transferred from Sec-
ond Air Force to the 6th Air Division under
Eighth Air Force Jan. 1, 1959. With the
phase-out of the B–47, the unit deactivated
again Oct. 25, 1961.

On Nov. 1, 1964, the Air Force again acti-
vated the 321st, this time as the 321st Strate-
gic Missile Wing. The Missile Wing found a
home at Grand Forks Air Force Base and as-
signed to the 4th Strategic Aerospace Divi-
sion under Second Air Force. In 1965, the
446th, 447th, and 448th Strategic Missile
Squadrons were activated. Together, they
worked toward making the 321st the first
operational Minuteman II Intercontinental
Ballistic Missile Wing in Strategic Air Com-
mand on Dec. 7, 1966. The 321st became the
first unit to deploy the LGM–30F Minuteman
II Intercontinental Ballistic Missile.

In 1969, the wing won the Blanchard Tro-
phy for excellence during the annual SAC
missile combat competition, becoming the
only wing in the Air Force to win top awards
for both bombardment and missile excel-
lence. The 321st Strategic Missile Wing won
the Blanchard Trophy again in 1969, 1974, and
1987.

From 1970 until 1988, the wing fell under
Fifteenth Air Force’s 57th Air Division, and
later the 4th Air Division. Between 1971 and
1973, the wing changed weapons systems
turning over Minuteman II’s for Minuteman
III’s.

After 18 years with Fifteenth Air Force,
the 321st Strategic Missile Wing was reas-
signed to the Eighth Air Force when the 42nd
Air Division came to Grand Forks Air Force
Base June 16, 1988. Under the Eighth Air
Force, the 321st Organizational Missile Main-
tenance Squadron received the Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award from 1988 through
1990. Strategic Air Command also selected
the 448th Strategic Missile Squadron as the
ICBM Operational Squadron of the Year for
1990.

On Sept. 1, 1991 during a reorganization,
the 321st was redesignated the 321st Missile
Wing and assigned under the newly reac-
tivated Twentieth Air Force with the inac-
tivation of the 42nd Air Division. Then on
June 1, 1992, the 321st Missile Wing became
assigned to the newly formed Air Combat
Command. While in the Air Combat Com-
mand, the 321st continued a tradition of ex-
cellence when in 1992 Air Combat Command
named the 447th, ICBM Missile Squadron of
the Year.

On May 1, 1993, Detachment 3, 37th Air
Rescue Squadron was redesignated as the
79th Rescue Flight. The change realigned the
bases HH–1H Huey helicopters, pilots, and
support personnel under direct control of the
321st Operations Group commander.

Further changes in the Air Force resulted
with the 321st Missile Wing being realigned
from Air Combat Command to Air Force
Space Command on July 1, 1993. The missile
wing’s move transferred the daily manage-
ment of the Air Force’s land-based inter-
continental ballistic missiles to a command
familiar with missile and rocket technology.

On Nov. 1, 1993, the 321st Organizational
Missile Maintenance Squadron earned the
Air Force Space Command Maintenance Ef-
fectiveness Award, and later went on to win
the award at the Air Force level.
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The 321st Missile Wing was redesignated

the 321st Missile Group on July 1, 1994, due to
a command-level reorganization. On 12 Au-
gust 1994, Security Police from the 321st Mis-
sile Group placed third out of eleven teams
during the 1994 Peacekeeper Security Police
Competition. In November, the 321st under-
went its first 20th Air Force Combat Capabil-
ity Assessment under the revised inspection
system. The 321st did well with particularly
high marks by the Codes and Pneudraulics
flights, Operations Support Squadron Secu-
rity Police, and with all Missile Combat
Crews passing evaluations.

On April 4, 1995, the 321st Missile Group
welcomed a group of Russian inspectors as
one of the first Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (START) inspection took place. The
inspection was a multilateral arms control
treaty between the United States and succes-
sor states to the former Soviet Union. The
inspection marked a significant day in the
history of Grand Forks Air Force Base.

On July 7, 1995, the 321st Missile Group
dedicated the headquarters building in honor
of the first commander of the 321st, Briga-
dier General Robert D. Knapp. The dedica-
tion was in conjunction with a 321st Associa-
tion Reunion, and the annual ‘‘Friends and
Neighbors Day.’’ Twentieth Air Force Com-
mander Major General Robert Parker pre-
sided over the 321st Association Banquet as
321st veterans and retirees were honored.

In 1995, the 321st Missile Group was di-
rected to realign its Minuteman III force,
and now has a dual mission. Its mission now
is to both operate, maintain and secure com-
bat-ready ICBM forces for the National Com-
mand Authority; while at the same time,
safely and securely transfer its alert respon-
sibilities to the 341st Missile Wing at
Malmstrom AFB, Montana. The mission re-
alignment involves the transfer of 120 mis-
siles to Malmstrom, and 30 missiles to the
Ogden Air Logistics Center, Utah. This proc-
ess started in October 1995 and is expected to
take three years to complete.

OUR MISSION

Professional Warriors Operating, Main-
taining, And Securing Combat Ready ICBM
Forces For the National Command Author-
ity.

OUR VALUES

Integrity—Commit to truth, morality, and
honesty in all that you do.

Courage—Physical, moral, and mental
bravery to make the right decision.

Competence—Strive to be an expert.
Tenacity—Stubborn persistence to mis-

sion.
Service—Dedicated to a higher purpose and

to customer satisfaction.
Patriotism—Sacrifice for greater good and

do what is best for our most important cus-
tomer.

Teamwork—Respect and commitment to
each other, above self in mission.

Loyalty—Faithful allegiance to yourself,
to each other and the mission.

Pride—Take delight in both your actions
and the actions of your teammates.

Self-Discipline—Display and require the
correct pattern of behavior at all times.

Openness—Willingness to listen and con-
sider the views of others.

OUR KEY RESULT AREAS

KRA 1—reliable weapon system.
KRA 2—mission ready people.
KRA 3—safe practices.
KRA 4—secure weapons system.

OUR STRATEGIC GOALS

Maximize our ICBM combat capability.
Enhance safety and nuclear surety.
Embrace our environmental responsibility.
Practice a healthy lifestyle.
Nurture professional development.

Foster a quality improvement culture.
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Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, at the end of
the afternoon of Tuesday, April 16, 1996, I
was unavoidably absent from this Chamber
and therefore missed rollcall vote No. 120—
deploring individuals who deny the historical
reality of the Holocaust and commending the
vital, ongoing work of the U.S. Holocaust Me-
morial Museum and rollcall vote No. 119—to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide for increased taxpayer protections. I
want the RECORD to show that if I had the op-
portunity to be in this Chamber when these
votes were cast, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ for
both rollcall vote No. 120 and rollcall vote No.
119.
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Mr. JACOBS. Mr. Speaker, surely in God’s
eyes greatness is measured mostly by kind-
ness. By that measure John Macri was one of
the greatest of God’s children ever to live.

His restaurant, the Italian Village, was not
only a landmark in Indianapolis, but an institu-
tion and a legend as well.

Few serve humanity better than res-
taurateurs. They provide not only food and
drink, but very special occasions especially for
those who have to count their pennies and
save up for the proverbial night out—no cook-
ing and no dishes to wash.

Indianapolis mourns his death and cele-
brates his wonderfully kind and generous life.

[From the Indianapolis Star, Mar. 30, 1996]
SILVO JOHN MACRI, RESTAURANT OWNER AND

NUMEROLOGIST

Services for Silvo John Macri, 70, Indian-
apolis, retired owner of Italian Village Res-
taurant and numerologist, will be April 2 at
1 p.m. in Flanner & Buchanan Broad Ripply
Mortuary and at 3 p.m. in Sacred Heart
Catholic Church. Calling will be from noon
to 8 p.m. April 1 in the mortuary.

He died March 26.
Mr. Macri owned and operated the res-

taurant 43 years, retiring in 1994. When the
restaurant was located in Carmel, it was
called The Macri Family Italian Village.

He was a professional numerologist for
thousands of people, including pianist
Liberace, mentalist the Amazing Kreskin
and actress Rita Moreno. Mr. Macri was an
instructor of numerology and held work-
shops throughout the country. He also co-
hosted the John and Jan Show of WIFE radio
in 1980–81.

He founded Realities Inc., PSI Inc., Percep-
tions Inc., A course in Miracles Central Indi-
ana study group and The Seven Inc. He co-
founded Indianapolis Meals on Wheels and
Indiana Growth Center. He was a charter
board member of Indianapolis for Free Uni-
versity and a council member of Unity and
Indianapolis Diversity.

He was the author of Message of the Num-
bers.

He was an Army veteran of World War II.
Memorial contributions may be made to

Hear My Voice. Protecting Our Nation’s
Children, P.O. Box 314, 2138 Broad Ripple
Ave., Indianapolis 46220.

Survivors: children Toni Macri-Reiner,
Gina Hayden, Victor, Katelyn Macri,
Giovanna Macri-Russell; sisters Vera
Agostino, Ida DeBlase; brother Joseph Macri;
nine grandchildren; three great-grand-
children.
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Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to sa-
lute the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the
Salt River Project [SRP] for their historic com-
mitment to secure water resources for the
economic vitality of central Arizona.

These two organizations worked together at
the turn of this century to build the Theodore
Roosevelt Dam, located about 80 miles north-
east of what is today downtown Phoenix. On
April 12, SRP and the Bureau, along with the
Flood Control District of Maricopa County, a
coalition of six Phoenix-area cities and the
Tonto National Forest, will rededicate Roo-
sevelt Dam. Over the last 5 years, these par-
ties have worked together to add 77 vertical
feet to Roosevelt Dam, providing for flood con-
trol and safety of dam storage as well as addi-
tional water conservation storage.

This $430 million reclamation safety of
dams project, the largest in the Nation, will
provide the metropolitan Phoenix area with ad-
ditional water-storage capacity and a greater
margin of safety from natural disasters like
earthquakes and flooding.

On this historic occasion, I would like to re-
view the background for this important Federal
legislation. On the morning of June 5, 1976,
Teton Dam, built in a steep-walled canyon 40
miles northwest of Idaho Falls, ID, failed.
Thousands of farms and homes were washed
away. Eleven people died. More than $400
million of property damage was done.

Though nothing could compensate for the
destruction and pain caused by the Teton
Dam failure, this disaster did result in a thor-
ough review of all Bureau of Reclamation
dams. That review led to the 1978 Federal
Reclamation Safety of Dam Act. In its original
form, the legislation appropriated $100 million
to modify dams needing repair. By 1983, the
estimated cost to repair a select group of
dams had risen to $650 million.

Throughout the early 1980’s, many in Con-
gress argued persuasively for that $650 million
appropriation for the dams needed repair in
their States. Through their hard work, they
succeeded in convincing skeptical colleagues
that the repairs were indeed needed and that
local entities would pay their fair share. The
principle of cost-sharing with local entities was
introduced and codified in reclamation law.

In Arizona, most of the dam modifications
called for in the Safety of Dams Act have
been completed, and without question, they
have demonstrably improved the quality of life
in central Arizona, which was subject to raging
floods in 1978, 1980, and 1993. These modi-
fications do not mean that Arizona will never
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